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IN THE CLAIMS: 




Please amend claims 1, 3, 8, 9, 11, 1<15, 17, 18, 20, 24 and 25 to read as 
follows. Copies of the amended claims, marked to show changes from their prior 
versions, are presented in the Appendix attached hereto. 



method comprising: / 

(a) calculating, for each^of plural exogenous variables, a measure of a tendency 
for a value of an asset to change as a result of a change in a data value for said each 
exogenous variable; / 

(b) repeating ,&ep (a) for each of plural different assets; and 

(c) grouping said plural different assets into plural different sectors based on 
similarities of said measures of tendency to change. 



3. (Amended) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein step (a) comprises: 
(a1 ) processing historicaldata for value of the asset and historical data values 

for said plural exogenous variables to obtain a price formula for estimating the value of 

the asset as a function^? the exogenous variables; and 



(a2) takina/a derivative of the price formula to obtain a formula expressing said 
tendency to change. 




(Amended) A method far classifying assets into business sectors, said 
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8. (Amended) A method Recording to Claim 1, further comprising a step of 
/ calculating a representative characteristic of assets in a specific sector used in step (c). 

9. (Amended) A>method according to Claim 8, further comprising a step of 
comparing a characteristic of a specific asset in said specific sector to the 
representative characteristic of assets in said specific sector. 



0^ 



11. (Amended) A method according to Claim 8, wherein said representative 
characteristic comprises an averag^return to assets in said specific sector. 



14. (Amended) A method according to Claim 13, further comprising a step of 
f tracking a position of a particular^sset over time relative to its assigned sector. 

15. (Amended) A method according to Claim 13, further comprising a step of 
tracking reclassification of a particular asset from a first sector to a second sector. 



17. (Amended) A methc^according to Claim 16, further comprising steps of: 
calculating plural sampj^s of said measure of tendency to change using said 
formula for each of said plural different assets; and 

using said sarnies in step (c) for grouping said plural different assets into said 
plural different sectors. 
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18. (Amended) A method according to Claim 17, wherein said measure of 
tendency to change is calculated in step (a) for each of the plural different assets using 
historical data values for/aid exogenous variables over a same period of time. 



20. (Amended) A method according to Claim 1, step (a) comprises a step of 
processing historical data for value oi the asset and historical data values for said plural 
exogenous variables to obtain a price formula for estimating the value of the asset as a 
function of the exogepcfus variables. 




24. (Amended) An apparatus for classifying assets into business sectors, 
said apparatus comprising: 

(a) means for calculating, for each of plural exogenous variables, a measure of a 
tendency for a value of an asset to change as a result of a change in a data value for 
said each exogenous variable; 

(b) means fonrepeating the calculating performed by means (a) for each of 
plural different assets; and 

(c) meansf for grouping said plural different assets into plural different sectors 
based on similarities of said measures of tendency to change. 



25. (Amended) A computer-readable medium storing computer-executable 
process steps for classifying ^ss^s^r^business sectors, said process steps 
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(a) calculate, for each of pUifal exogenous variables, a measure of a tendency 
for a value of an asset to change as a result of a change in a data value for said each 
exogenous variable; 

(b) repeat step {rf) for each of plural different assets; and 

(c) group said/plural different assets into plural different sectors based on 
similarities of saicx measures of tendency to change. 



Please add claims 26 axyd^j as follows 



Qji^as 



-26. A method according to Claim 1 , wherein each of plural different assets 



comprises a share of stock 



27. A method according to Claim 1 , wherein each of plural different assets 
comprises a bond.- 
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If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this paper that have not 
been accounted for in this paper or the accompanying papers, please charge the fees to 
our Deposit Account No. 13-3735. If an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1 .136 is 
required for the filing of this paper and is not accounted for in this paper or the 
accompanying papers, such an extension is requested and the fee (or any underpayment 
thereof) should also be charged to our Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this page is 
enclosed for that purpose. 
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